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14 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener 
 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Managed Accommodation and 
Testing) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 
 

I am writing to advise you that the Scottish Ministers made the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Travel) (Managed Accommodation and Testing) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 
today, Sunday 14 February, under section 94(1) of the Public Health etc. (Scotland) Act 
2008and paragraph 1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020.  The Regulations will 
come into force on Monday 15 February at 04.00 and be laid before the Scottish Parliament 
on Monday 15 February.  

 
Section 122(5) of the 2008 Act states that regulations under section 94(1) are subject to the 
affirmative procedure.  However, section 122(6) provides that the affirmative procedure will 
not apply if the Scottish Ministers consider that the regulations need to be made urgently. In 
such situations, section 122(7) applies. Section 122(7) sets out that “emergency regulations” 
must be laid before the Scottish Parliament and cease to have effect on the expiry of the period 
of 28 days beginning with the date on which the regulations were made unless, before the 
expiry of that period, the regulations have been approved by a resolution of the Parliament. 
 
These Regulations will make further amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (the principal Regulations). It imposes a 
new requirement of:- 
 

(i) managed self-isolation – for all travellers, subject to exemptions, who arrive directly 
into Scotland from outside the Common Travel Area or from the Republic of Ireland 
having departed from or transited through an acute risk country (requiring such 
travellers to enter Scotland at one of Aberdeen, Edinburgh or Glasgow Airports, or a 
military airfield or port and travel directly to managed accommodation using designated 
transport and to remain in that accommodation for a minimum 10 day period); and 
 
(ii) mandatory testing – for all travellers, subject to exemptions, who have been outside 
the Common Travel Area in the 10 days prior to arrival in Scotland (requiring such 
persons to book, pay for and undertake two tests for the detection of coronavirus). 
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The amendments provide that it is an offence to contravene the requirement to stay in 
managed accommodation and undertake the prescribed tests, subject to limited defences. It 
also provides constables with means of enforcement. 
 
This instrument inserts new regulation 6B to require those passengers arriving directly from 
outside the common travel area, or from the Republic of Ireland having departed from or 
transited through an acute risk country to stay in managed accommodation for a minimum 10 
day period. The requirement to stay in managed isolation reduces the risk of importation of 
new variants of the coronavirus and ensures arrivals into Scotland fulfil the requirement to 
isolate upon arrival. A person may appeal to the sheriff or summary sheriff against the 
requirement to possess a managed self-isolation package or to remain in the accommodation 
specified in their managed self-isolation package. 
 
The mandatory testing provisions require a person to undertake tests no later than the end of 
the second day after which they arrived in Scotland and a second test no earlier than the end 
of the seventh day after the day on which they arrived in Scotland. This specified testing regime 
provides that any persons incubating the coronavirus are likely to test positive in this 
timeframe. Where a person fails to undertake a test, there is a requirement for that person to 
continue to self-isolate (either in specified premises or designated accommodation as the case 
may be) until the end of the 14th day after the day on which they arrived in Scotland. In general, 
where a test taken by a person generates a positive result, the person must continue to self-
isolate in the specified premises or designated accommodation until the end of the tenth day 
since they took the test. 
 
Regulation 6(2) of the principal Regulations requires certain travellers to stay in specified 
premises (e.g. their home) upon arrival into Scotland. The instrument makes amendments to 
provide that the requirements in regulation 6(2) will now apply to a person who arrives in 
Scotland from (i) the common travel area having departed from or transited through a non-
exempt country and (ii) a non-exempt country (excluding an acute risk country) where the 
person has a specified exemption. 
 
This instrument also amends regulation 7 and schedule 2 of the principal Regulations, to 
amend some of the categories of persons who are not required to comply with regulation 6(2). 
It amends regulation 7(2) so that certain listed persons are exempt from the requirement in 
regulation 6(2) when the person is outside of the specified premises where the person is 
staying in accordance with that regulation, in order to travel directly to or from any place where 
the person’s presence is required for the purposes of their work or activity, and when the 
person is at that place.    
 
This instrument also amends schedule 2 of the principal Regulations to remove exemptions 
pertaining to pharmacovigilance, multinational ancillary sportspersons, some other categories 
relating to elite sportspersons, and journalists.  
 
This instrument adds UEFA Youth League fixtures to schedule 3A (specified competitions) of  
the principal Regulations.  
 
The instrument amends the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Public Health Information for 
Passengers Travelling to Scotland) Regulations 2020 to update the information that operators 
are required to provide to passengers who arrive in Scotland.  
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The instrument also makes various amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Pre-
Departure Testing and Operator Liability) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 in consequence of the 
amendments made to the principal Regulations.  These amendments require operators for 
passengers to Scotland from outside the common travel area to take reasonable steps to 
ensure that passengers to whom the new managed isolation requirement applies, arrives in 
Scotland only in accordance with those requirements. 
 
We will look to have the Regulations approved by a resolution of the Parliament as soon as 
possible.  The Regulations require the Scottish Ministers to keep the necessity for these 
measures under regular review, and we will do so and keep Parliament updated. 
 
We are seeking to work on a Four Nations basis where possible as regards the border 
measures. These Regulations have been made urgently in light of a risk presented by 
imported infections and will be laid before the Scottish Parliament on Monday 15 February. 
We wished to inform you as soon as possible in terms of our duties and we regard it as 
important that those travelling to and from Scotland in relation to affected countries have as 
much clarity as is possible regarding their position so that they can make appropriate 
arrangements if required. 
   
 
 

 

 
 

MICHAEL MATHESON 
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